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to the knowledge of the mountain. Tilman and Lloyd reached
Camp 6 safely, Lloyd seeming to benefit from the oxygen
apparatus he was carrying. That night there was a gale which
made the double-skinned tent flap furiously, and the climbers
got little sleep. Next morning they started out again, but were
soon forced to go back to the tent with numb hands and feet.
Two hours later they set off once again, and tried to reach
the summit ridge by climbing a steep rock-wall. Four possible
lines of attack were tried, but all proved too difficult. In the
end Tilman had to give up 200 feet below the summit ridge
and about a mile distant from the summit itself.

At Camp 4 they found that the chapter of accidents and
illness was still unfinished, and two of the best porters were
almost incapacitated. Consequently, a general retreat down
the East Rongbuk Glacier was ordered: this ended the 1938
attempt. As before, it had been made abundantly clear that
in order to climb the final 2000 feet perfect conditions must
prevail. On the other hand, the new technique of small
parties had justified itself, since two parties had reached Camp 6
fit and ready to make the final assault had conditions allowed.
Incidentally, the expedition had only cost about a quarter of
the money usually spent by the larger previous expeditions.